What a Lovely Surprise!
A Story from China
By Amanda Kane-Smith

In northern China, the winters are so cold that snow covers the land, turning everything misty white. On one such chilly mountainside, a hungry little rabbit hopped along, searching for food. The winter had been long and hard, and food was scarce. The little rabbit had almost given up, when to his surprise, he came across two fine white winter radishes lying on the snow. The little rabbit could not believe his luck! He quickly began to gobble one up. It was crunchy, sweet, and spicy, and filled him with joy! 
‘Delicious!’ he thought and by the time he had finished eating the first radish, his tummy was full – too full to eat another one.
‘I know,’ thought Rabbit, ‘I could give the other radish to old Donkey. He loves radishes.’
Rabbit picked up the radish in his mouth and hopped happily through the snow to Donkey’s house, but when he got there, Donkey was out! 
‘Never mind,’ thought Rabbit, ‘I’ll leave it here by his cart.’ And off he hopped.
Meanwhile, Donkey was on his way home, and that morning, having helped his owner carry wood from the forest, he had been given some hay to eat.
When Donkey got home and saw the radish by his cart, he wondered where it had come from.
‘What a lovely surprise!’ he thought, ‘but I’m too full up with hay to eat this now. I know, I’ll give it to Goat to eat. She loves radishes!’
And so, he gently pushed the radish with his soft velvety nose through the snow to Goat’s house, but when he got there, Goat was out!
‘Never mind,’ thought Donkey, ‘I’ll leave it here on this stone by her house.’ And off he trotted.
Meanwhile, Goat was on her way home; she had been out searching for food and had found a big clump of bamboo with sweet, juicy leaves to eat. 
When she got home and saw the radish on her stone, she wondered where it had come from. 
‘What a lovely surprise!’ she thought, ‘but I am too full up with bamboo leaves to eat this now. I know, I’ll give it to Deer to eat. She loves radishes!’
And so, she nimbly kicked the radish through the snow with her hooves, all the way to Deer’s house, but when she got there, Deer was out!
‘Never mind,’ thought Goat, ‘I’ll leave it here under Deer’s fir tree.’ And off she skipped.
Meanwhile, Deer was on her way home; she had been out enjoying some tasty winter berries.
When she got home and saw the radish under her tree, she wondered where it had come from.
‘What a lovely surprise!’ she thought, ‘but I am too full up with berries to eat this now. I know, I’ll give it to Rabbit to eat. He loves radishes!’
And so, she picked it up in her mouth and gracefully walked through the snow to Rabbit’s house. When she got there, Rabbit was asleep!
‘Never mind,’ thought Deer, ‘I’ll tuck the radish under his paw.’ And off she walked.
Meanwhile, Rabbit had been having a lovely dream all about tasty, crunchy radishes. As he started to wake up, his little nose twitched, - it was as if he could still smell them, he thought. Rabbit opened one eye.  He opened the other eye and there, under his paw, was a radish! Rabbit smiled.
What a lovely surprise!

